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A Brief History of Halloween

All Saints' Day (also called All Hallows or Hallowmas) is a feast cele-
brated on November 1 in Western Christianity in honor of all the saints.
While we in the Protestant, free-church tradition don’t place much emphasis
on All Saints Dayj, it is certainly a part of our Christian heritage.

In the early Church, Christians would celebrate the anniversary of a
martyr's death for Christ by serving an All-Night Vigil, and then celebrat- E(
ing the Eucharist over their tomb or the shrine at their place of martyrdom.

A commemoration of "All Martyrs" began to be celebrated as early as the \,

year 270, although no specific month or date is mentioned in existing re- il -
cords. The first trace of a general celebration on a specific day is attested in

Antioch on the Sunday after Pentecost.

The term Halloween is shortened from All Hallows' Eve as it is the eve of "All Hallows' Day",
which is now also known as All Saints' Day. It has its origins in the ancient Celtic festival known as
Samhain. The festival of Samhain is a celebration of the end of the harvest season in Gaelic culture,
sometimes regarded as the "Celtic New Year". Traditionally, the festival was a time used by the ancient
pagans to take stock of supplies and slaughter livestock for winter stores. The festivals would frequently
involve bonfires. Costumes and masks were also worn at the festivals in an attempt to mimic the evil
spirits or placate them. This tradition of European pagan festivities continued until Popes Gregory Il
and Gregory IV moved the Christian feast of All Saints' Day from May 13 to November 1.

Halloween is celebrated on the night of October 31. Halloween activities include trick-or-treating,
bonfires, costume parties, visiting "haunted houses”, carving Jack-o'-lanterns, reading scary stories and
watching horror movies. Irish immigrants carried versions of the tradition to North America in the nine-
teenth century. Other western countries embraced the holiday in the late twentieth century. Halloween is
celebrated in several countries of the Western world, most commonly in the United States, Canada, Ire-
land, Puerto Rico, Japan, New Zealand, United Kingdom and occasionally in parts of Australia. In Swe-
den the All Saints' official holiday takes place on the first Saturday of November.

With Halloween and All Saint Day we have a combination of Christian and Pagan traditions. Come
to church this Sunday as we explore the “pros” and “cons” of Halloween. As a special treat Bob
Gregory will be presenting a reading of Edgar Allen Poe accompanied by Ann Ott on the violin.
This will occur at 10:10 a.m. in the Sanctuary before worship begins.

/Y




...According to John

I think it was Francis of Assisi who said, "Preach the gos-
pel as much as you can, speak if you must." One of my priorities,
as we move through the holiday season and into a new year, is to
empower this congregation to be a “faith sharing” community.

Sharing our faith is both a command and a living dynamic.
Below are some questions | have discovered that focus our atten-
tion:

Are we God’s love letter to our colleagues?

Is our faith transparently obvious by the way we live our lives?
Are we loving those around us (agape)?

Is it our goal to live for Jesus on a 24/7 holistic basis?

Are we ready to give the reason for the hope that is within us?

This does not mean we have to be perfect before we can share our deepest
thoughts with others. It does mean, however, that our heart is seeking for genuine consis-
tency in our relationship with God. It means we recognize our need of God with us and
within us to make the Christian life possible. It means we turn back to Jesus quickly
when we stray in our thought life or actions. It means being encouragers and supporters
of others.

We are all going to be witnesses! The only question is whether we are going to be
good or a bad witnesses — to one who showed us God’s unconditional love. Sharing our
faith means putting our faith on the line rather than challenging someone with a trite
evangelical throw-away line. For example: "may | pray for your sick child" rather than
"are you saved?" Do you see the point? It is our faith we are sharing, our faith to pray for
the sick child!

As we celebrate the holidays | pray that we focus on being a faith sharing, inviting
and welcoming community. People in our neighborhoods are crying out for a sense of
hope and a connection to the Divine. All they know about Central Christian Church and
our shared faith is what they see in us.

Grace and peace,

fA— V- S/ e In case of an emergency please call Rev. McLemore
‘ ' any time at the office at 233-1214. If you are unable
to reach him at the office, his cell phone number is
(580)402-2522, or you can reach him by calling his
home 233-4214.
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SUNDAY'S STATISTICS ' | Diaconate Schedule |
! October 19, 2008 L October 26—Team 1 I
'Chapel Service..............ccceveveeeeue., 44 | November 2—Team 2 !
 Sanctuary Worship..........c.....ccoe. 244 ¢ November 9—Team 2 I
' Saturday Evening Worship................. 13, oo o .
.............................................................................. ' current Lectionary
VAN DRIVER SCHEDULE Sunday, October 26, 2008
October 26, Heath Wallace Twenty fourth Sunday after Pentecost
November 2, Brian Meyer Readings:
November 9, Bret Whinery Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
Classes To Serve WWNF Matthew 22:34-46
October 29— Volunteers!!!111111111! _
November 5- Genesis Class 5 T s
) ur congregation is continuing to
November 12— Adult Bible Study pray for other churches in our area.

November 19— Sooners Class This week we have been asked to pray
for Nash Christian Church Please

vbiii them in your prayers this
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~SUNDAY ~ October 26, 2008 ~
ChapelWorship........iiiiiiiiin it esnnrsannnsannnrsannnsnnnnnns 8:00 a.m
Sermon....... ... “Halloween and All Saints Day” ......... Rev. John McLemore
Lo 3 5 IJohn 3:1-3
ChurchSchool . ........ i it iiinnr s ena s aannssnnnssannnssnnnnns 9:00 a.m.
SanctuaryWorship .. ...t oo v i i i it is s cs s sa s sansansansannsansnnns 10:15a.m.
Special MUSIC . . .. v i it s st s s s st s s s s sy Chancel Choir
Special MUSIC . . ..o vttt it es st s es st s e s s s e s n s Krystal Bells
Elders: 8:00— Madge Loomis
10:15—- Offering— Phil Adams, Communion—Joyce Greenhaw




World Community Day

: God’s Wisdom Sets Us Free
Church Women United

Friday, November 7
Central Christian
Church
Registration 6pm
Meal 6:30pm
Cost is $6

For reservations contact Peggy
at 234-2944 by Friday, Oct 31.
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Board Members

Please mark your calendars
for the CCC Board Christmas
Dinner, Thursday, December
4th at 5pm.
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Donations Needed for
Civitan Dance

The CACS committee is asking for dona-
tions of 2 liter bottles of pop. Coke, Sprite,
orange soda, Dr. Pepper, Diet Coke, and Diet
Dr. Pepper will be used at the Civitan Dance
for the physically and mentally challenged
adults of Enid. The dance is on Friday, Octo-
ber 24™ in the fellowship hall
from 7-9pm.

Donations should be
dropped off in the church
kitchen by noon on Fri-
day, Oct 24th.

Sunday, October 26
ChiRho Lock-in Ends
8:00—Chapel Worship
9:00—Sunday School
10:15—Sanctuary Worship
11:30—New Mmbr/Prospective Mmbr Luncheo
5:00—Snack Supper
5:30—CYF

Monday, October 27
12:00—Noon Prayer Service

Tuesday, October 28

10:00—L.ifeLong Learning

12:00—Noon Bible Study
2:00—Inactive Member Committee Mtg
7:00—Quilt Central

Wednesday, October 29

See WWNF Schedule on next page
5:15—Dinner
6:15—Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF
6:30—Youth Group
6:30—Chancel Choir
7:30— Adult Handbell Choir

Thursday, October 30
10:00—L.ifeLong Learning

6:30—Young Adult Game Night
Friday, October 31
7:00—Jr. High Halloween Dance

Saturday, November 1
5:30—Saturday Evening Worship Service

Sunday, November 2
8:00—Chapel Worship
9:00—Sunday School

10:15—Sanctuary Worship
5:00—Snack Supper
5:30—CYF




On Tuesday, October 28, we will begin a short-term
study of the Psalms. The class will include a video by Bible
scholars and much class discussion. It will require only a
little reading between weekly classes (typically two psalms
per day). The class will meet in the church library on Tues-
days from 12:05 pm to 12:55 pm. This shortened class time

Studying the Psalms

may allow people who are working to attend.

In the Psalms, people’s faith and trust in God collide with
their ongoing struggles with pain, suffering, enslavement,
oppression, exile, the consequences of humanity’s evil, and
disregard for life. In response to these struggles, the writers
of the Psalms praise God’s faithfulness and lament God’s
perceived absences. They give thanks for God’s goodness
and complain that God neglects them. In faithful hope, they
cast their cares on God and confess terri- -
ble dread and worry about their future. In
doing so, the writers of the Psalms haVGlS:OOpm—Elder Prayer time in the Prayer Chapel

WWNF Schedule

left behind texts of grace and glory, often|5:15pm—Meal
unmatched in sacred and secular literature. | 9:30pm—Youth Choir
We will examine the Psalms as prayers,
poetry and profound expression of faith.
There will be ten classes, each of which is16:30pm—JYF bells (grades 3 — 6)

independent of the others. If you miss al
class, you can come to the other classes:

and not feel left out.
Call the church office for more infor-

mation.

| 6:00pm—Chapel

: 6:00pm—JYF

choir (grades 3 — 6)

| —CCF free play time (ages 3 — 2" grade)

—Chancel Choir
—Adult Classes
—CCF Creative Crafts with Sally
| (grades K—2"™ grade)
l 7:00pm—CCF Story time and activities

(ages 3 — 2™ grade)

I
I —JYF
|

| Weekly Giving Report

(grades 3 — 6)

7:30pm—Adult Handbell Choir Rehearsal

DATE GIVING BUDGET (O/U BUDGET]Y/TO/D GIVING |Y/T DATE BUDGET SHORTAGE
5-Oct | $19,975.20|$12,327.58| $7,647.62] $449,183.91 $463,768.17| ($14,584.26)
12-Oct| $10,330.01[$12,327.58] -$1,997.57] $459,513.92 $476,095.75| ($16,581.83)
19-Oct | $13,466.15 |$12,327.58 $1,138.57| $472,980.57 $488,423.33 ($15,443.26)
26-Oct

TOTAL| $43,771.36|$36,982.74| $6,788.62] $449,183.91 $472,980.07| ($15,443.26)




IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

Updated 22 Oct 2008
All Caps reflects additions or changes

Please remember the following people as they deal with chronic illness:

Taylor Beckton (John and Carolyn’s nephew), Mel Bloss, Casey Cribley (submitted by Debbie Miranov), Devon
Gorre’s grandfather, Eric Koegel (son of Connie Koegel/brother of Cindy Worthington), Paula Hay (daughter of Paul
& JoAnn Hopkins), Judi Heller, George & Wilma McCormick, L.V. Powell , Elbert Wheeler.

Please lift up the following in your prayers:

Jerry Reinhart is facing additional medical treatment.

Virgie Pryor is struggling with illness at St. Mary’s (friend of Cal &Cyrilla Mettee/Sally Keeler).
Marilyn Sommer will begin chemotherapy to battle Breast Cancer (Virgina Spencer’s daughter).

Austin & Donna Wade are fighting illness.

Jim Baker is recovering from a heart attack (relatives of Maribel Moore, Mary Ruth Cooper, and Vera Sue
Bunch).

Bill Littrell, of Cleo Springs, is recovering from a motorcycle accident (friend of Bill Shaw).

Eunice Barnes is experiencing medication problems.

James & Kelsey Lantz and family need your prayers for an unexpected illness.

Anna Coffman is coping with health issues.

Megan Pearsall, 25 year old, is home recovering from her “stroke like” event (friend of the Gibersons).
Carolyn Spradlin is suffering through medical issues (mother of Sally Wheeler).

Rod Gungoll had a serious eye surgery (nephew of Irene Green).

Roy Smith is recovering from heart surgery.

WILLO CLARK is recovering from “Angina.”

JANICE BLEVINS passed away; please prayerfully remember her husband Pat and friends (wife of Pat
Blevins and friend of Peg Krick).

KELLY NEATH is recovering from surgery (daughter of Fig and Barbara Newton)

Bass St. Mary’s
Rosamond Bouquot, 305 Mary Simpson, 400

Gene Brintnall, 427
Prayers for those in the armed services:
Caleb Holden (son of Robert and Carolyn Holden)
Kevin Vendetti in Iraq (nephew of Kids Central employee Kelly Straw)
Andrew Wiles in Italy (son of Roger and Catherine Wiles)
Paul K. Wiles in Tennessee (son of Roger and Catherine Wiles)
Joey Snapp in Irag. (nephew of Fig Newton)
Phillip Schwitz in Iraq (Judi Heller’s cousin)
Ryan Maphet (grandson of Ron & Pat Maphet/nephew of Van & Natalie Schuermann)

Prayers of Thanksgiving:

JESSICA THORTON has returned to school after overcoming problems with Juvenile Diabetes.
MAE CLARK is on the road to recovery after a hospital stay.

SUZI POWELL is recovering after a brief hospital stay.

Email your prayer requests to Prayers@centralenid.org




Thank You Diaconate Team 1

I would like to thank Rev. McLemore Serves Oct 26
and Rev. Johnson for their hospital visits

and prayers during my recent illness.
Also, many thanks to Central’s Caregiv-
ers and others for their cards and prayers.
A church family is a blessing.

Sincerely,

Suzi Powell Baker

Paul Wagner
Tom Ireland
Kyle Hohmann
Sue Chael
Steve Chambers
Lois Tilley
Mack Allison

- Jan Newkirk
Wednesday Prayer Time Nancy Hohmann
Kay Allison
Margaret Day
Tammy Hromas
Lori Hunter

Every Wednesday, from 5pm to
5:15pm, there is a time of individual
prayer in the church prayer chapel. There
is always a list of current joys and con-
cerns for you to pray about. Austin Hula

Come to WWNF a few minutes early Macy Hula
and pray for yourself, your family, your Adam Hohmann
friends, your nation, and your church.

Your prayers will make a difference. If you are not on Team 1, please check

This prayer time is sponsored by our the sign up list to see if you may be
Elders. needed to fill in.

The Central Christian Legacy Endowment Funds:

Youth and Children Endowment Fund
Christian Education Endowment Fund
Mission Outreach Endowment Fund
Property and Maintenance Endowment Fund

Turn the energies of your [ife into ministry.

For questions, contact a special gifts trustee.



Calling ALL Junior High Students!!!
There will be a Halloween dance on Friday, Oct 31 from 7pm
" until 10pm. Come in costume or not, it’s up to you! Invite your

friends! Ask John Wheeler for a flyer to give out!
Admission is $3 and a current student ID will be required to enter. Bring

Young Adults!!!

Oct 30th at 6:30pm all Young
Adults are invited to meet at the church
in the Multi Purpose Room for a
GAME NIGHT! Bring a snack or liter
of pop to share. Child care will be pro-
vided. Call John Wheeler at 402-8348 by
Monday Oct 27 if you need it!

Dec 19-22 is the Regional Young
Adult Retreat. Mark your calendar.

John and Sally are on YAK (Young
Adult Kouncil) and will be helping to
plan the event! We look forward to

bringing more Young Adults than
Southern Hills!! Watch for more details!
And don’t forget about Sunday
School...B&BS (Breakfast & Bible
Study)! Meet us at McDonalds at
9:15am, eat some breakfast, then do
some Bible Study. We’re talking about
Faith this week.
If you are not receiv-
ing emails, postcards or
phone calls call John
Wheeler to update your
information! 402-8348.

CWF Needs Your Help

We are still collecting items for
health kits for Church World Service.
CWEF is asking church members to help
us with this project. These kits are needed
by victims of hurricanes, floods, and
other disasters throughout the world. If
you can help, please bring items to the
donation table in the Loggia. R

Items needed are:

Small towels

Wash cloths

Bar Soap

Combs

Tooth brush in travel container
Band-aids

Nail clippers

Gallon zip-loc bags

* ok ok o % % % *

Monetary donations are also needed
for postage and extra kit items. Please
make checks payable to CWF.

Thank you for your help with this
project.

October 29, at 9:30am, will be the
work day for putting the kits together.

= money for pop, candy and popcorn. Watch for more details! Parents! We need your
help! Talk to John Wheeler and let him know you’ll be there!




Cast List
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever

Father (Bob Bradley) John Wheeler
Mother (Grace Bradley) Sally Wheeler
Beth Bradley Rachel Meyer
Charlie Bradley Brenna Bushman
Ralph Herdman Michael Johnson
Imogene Herdman Katherine Jones
Leroy Herdman Devon Gorre
Claude Herdman Alex Angleton
Ollie Herdman Matthew Easter
Gladys Herdman Sarah Johnson
Alice Wendleken Katie Bushman
Mrs. Armstrong Suzanne Klemme
Mrs. Slocum Laurie Bushman
Mrs. Clark Jane Johnson
Mrs. McCarthy Carolyn McLemore
Maxine Ivey Dyson
Elmer Hopkins Casey Easter
Holly Molly Bloom
Dana Meg Bloom
Juanita Nichole Bushman
Shirley Kaylee Peterson
LaVerne Aria Justice
Reverend Hopkins Butch Phillips

Thank you to all who auditioned.
You were and are spectacular. We
are going to have a wonderful pro-
duction and be a blessing to our |
community this Advent season. ==

Janet Jones (director),
Jana Davis (assistant director)




. KIDS KORNER

ACACOLYTE- October 26
Matthew Easter
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e Congratulations to Meg Bloom and Molly KIDS TIME STAFF — Oct. 26
Bloom for returning their Glimpses. They an- Macy, Kinsey, Sarah, Brent
swered all the questions and I'm really proud | ROTATION TEACHERS — Oct. 26
of them. Lisa Bloom, 1st & 2nd, (art); Jana

e If you see someone who hasn't been com- Davis, 3rd & 4th (video); John

ing to Sunday School, bells, choir, CCF or | McLemore, 5th & 6th (computers)
JYF, ask them to come back to join us. We

e DON'T FORGET - Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF will be on Oct. 29, We will leave the
Loggia at 6:15 p.m. and be back to the church by 7:30. Please come to sponsor.
The kids can wear their costumes if they want to.

e We're beginning our new rotation for grades 1 — 6 this Sunday. It's called “Love
Your Enemies” and we will be learning how to love and care for those who don't
freat us well. Parents, you might be thinking about this so you can talk with your
children about thisissue. It's hard for all of us but we must always try to do beftter.

¢ Kids, have you been practicing your “green” ideas¢ Turning off the lights when you
leave a room is just one example of something you can do. Not just because your
parents always tell you to, but because it saves energy and is good for the earth
God gave us. Do you remember some of our other ideas?2 Be sure to share them
with your families so they can do it, toollll

. . Hey everybody, this weekend is going to be so fun. wel
|Coﬁee 8'[’3"\5 have the Civitan Dance on Friday, the last local Enid High =
. Football game, except playoffs, a Chi Rho lock-in, and the |
| weekend is finished off with an 800mg dose of Jesus on Sunday morning. Feel free to =
= come play with us at the dance! Everyone has a great time, and the Civitan Club really ||
|appreciates it. This Sunday morning the Chi Rho and CYF will be talking about All -
« Saints Day and how that came about through history, it should go well with what Rev. |

John McLemore has in store for us during his sermon. Next week is going to be our first .
. Junior High Dance in years. Pray for us, and let me know if you would be interested in|

helping out. We can use more chaperones, door guards, a DJ, and concessions people. ,
_ This dance will be a great fundraiser for our youth group. Peace, J Dub. |




